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overtures of Turkey to Berlin and Vienna for admission to the
Austro-German alliance on the basis of the guarantee of Turkish
integrity in Asia and Europe, and the failure of these negotia-
tions because Germany, out of deference for Austria's designs,
on Albania, Macedonia and Salonica, refused this guarantee.
This article appeared in the Russian paper, Nowoji Tronja, and
concluded with the sensational statement that Europe having
robbed Turkey of Bosnia, Herzegovina, Cyprus, Egypt and
Tunis, England was now, through Lord Dufferin, making over-
tures to sever Syria and Mesopotamia, and Germany and
Austria were urging Russia to annex Armenia, so that union
with Russia was Turkey's sole chance of preserving her
integrity.1

Turkey, indeed, joined no alliance, but these years saw a
revolution in the German position at Constantinople and in
the Turkish position in Berlin.

II

The gradual development of Bismarck's Turkish policy forms
a background against which his relations with other Powers may
be studied. With Russia those relations steadily deteriorated
after the Congress, for Bismarck made no attempt to hide his
bitterness at the complaints that Russia had been let down at
Berlin, and openly said he considered the Tsar guilty of ingrati-
tude. His personal attitude towards Gorchakov has already
been noticed, and Hohenlohe's statement on Bismarck's authority
that a saloon had always been placed at his disposal in Germany
till the summer of 1879, shows that the Chancellor's rancour
could still manifest itself in petty annoyances.2 The general
trend of relations was well-known to Lord Odo, but when he
returned from leave on 21 October it was to find that Bismarck
had ostentatiously avoided Gorchakov and that a secret alliance
with Austria had been concluded.

Gorchakov told Russell that the agreement was "the one
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